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Are There Other Gospels?

“Many have undertaken to draw up an account 

of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 

just as they were handed down to us by those who 

from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of 

the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning, it 

seemed good also to me to write an orderly account 

for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 

know the certainty of the things you have been 

taught.”  (Luke 1:1-4)
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A  Popular Claim

"More than eighty gospels were considered for the 

New Testament and yet only a relatively few were 

chosen for inclusion—Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John among them.“

Spoken by the character, Leigh Teabing, in Dan 

Brown, The Da Vinci Code, 231
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An Academic Claim

" …[T]hose who later enshrined the Gospel of John 

within the New Testament and denounced 

Thomas’s gospel as “heresy” decisively shaped–

and inevitably limited–what would become Western 

Christianity.”

Elaine Pagels,  Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel 

of Thomas, 29

 

 

Bart D. Ehrman, Jesus Interrupted, Chapter 4: 
“There were some books, such as the Gospels, that had been written anonymously, only later to 
be ascribed to certain authors who probably did not write them (apostles and friends of the 
apostles). Other books were written by authors who flat out claimed to be someone they 
weren't. “ 
 
Bart Ehrman, in an interview regarding two of his new books, Forged, and The Apocryphal 
Gospels: Text and Translations , both published in 2011. 
“A major emphasis in my scholarship over the last 20 or 30 years has been stressing this 
diversity of early Christianity. This new collection of gospels now makes it obvious to people 
today just how diverse Christianity was. All the books in this new Oxford book didn’t make it 
into the New Testament, but they were circulating back then. People had a lot of gospels from 
which to choose.”  Quote taken from: 
http://www.readthespirit.com/explore/2011/4/26/interview-bart-ehrman-on-forged-
apocryphal-gospels.html 
 
Helmut Koester, From Jesus to Gospels, Interpreting the New Testament in its Context (2007),  p. 
7: 
“This survey shows that about a dozen gospels were known in the second century and that the 
evidence for the apocryphal writings compares quite well with the evidence for the canonical 
gospels.  The attestations do not support a distiction between cannonical and apocryphal 
gospels.” 
  



From the web site of John Dominic Crossan, regarding his book, Jesus: A Revolutionary 
Biography (2009). 
“Those four gospels do not represent all the early gospels available nor even a random sample 
within them but are instead a calculated collection. This becomes clear in studying other 
gospels either discerned as sources inside the official four or else discovered as documents 
outside them. “  URL: 
http://www.johndominiccrossan.com/Jesus%20A%20Revolutionary%20Biography.htm 
Note: Crossan is part of a movement known as the Jesus Seminar, established in 1985 by Robert 
Funk. 
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The Primary Question

Did early church authorities 

justifiably limit the books to be 

recognized as scripture?
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A Preliminary Response

In earlier classes we argued:

➢Writers in the era immediately following 

the apostles declared their primary 

intention to capture the authentic 

Christian witness.

➢The early listings of recognized NT 

books largely indicate four gospels.

 

 

In addition to citations made in earlier lectures, see the following quotations relating specifically 
to the gospels: 
 
Irenaeus (c. 180 AD), Against Heresies, 3.11.8  
 
It is not possible that the Gospels can be either more or fewer in number than they are. For, 
since there are four zones of the world in which we live, and four principal winds, while the 
Church is scattered throughout all the world, and the "pillar and ground" 1 Timothy 3:15 of the 
Church is the Gospel and the spirit of life; it is fitting that she should have four pillars, breathing 
out immortality on every side, and vivifying men afresh…. 
 
Irenaeus (c. 180 AD), Against Heresies, 3.11.9 
 
These things being so, all who destroy the form of the Gospel are vain, unlearned, and also 
audacious; those, [I mean,] who represent the aspects of the Gospel as being either more in 
number than as aforesaid, or, on the other hand, fewer. The former class [do so], that they may 
seem to have discovered more than is of the truth; the latter, that they may set the 
dispensations of God aside. For Marcion, rejecting the entire Gospel, yea rather, cutting himself 
off from the Gospel, boasts that he has part in the [blessings of] the Gospel. Others, again (the 
Montanists), that they may set at nought the gift of the Spirit, which in the latter times has 
been, by the good pleasure of the Father, poured out upon the human race, do not admit that 
aspect [of the evangelical dispensation] presented by John's Gospel, in which the Lord promised 
that He would send the Paraclete; John 14:16, etc. but set aside at once both the Gospel and 



the prophetic Spirit. Wretched men indeed! Who wish to be pseudo-prophets, forsooth, but 
who set aside the gift of prophecy from the Church; acting like those (the Encratitæ) who, on 
account of such as come in hypocrisy, hold themselves aloof from the communion of the 
brethren. We must conclude, moreover, that these men (the Montanists) can not admit the 
Apostle Paul either. For, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 11:4-5 he speaks 
expressly of prophetical gifts, and recognises men and women prophesying in the Church. 
Sinning, therefore, in all these particulars, against the Spirit of God, Matthew 12:31 they fall into 
the irremissible sin. But those who are from Valentinus, being, on the other hand, altogether 
reckless, while they put forth their own compositions, boast that they possess more Gospels 
than there really are. Indeed, they have arrived at such a pitch of audacity, as to entitle their 
comparatively recent writing "the Gospel of Truth," though it agrees in nothing with the Gospels 
of the Apostles, so that they have really no Gospel which is not full of blasphemy. 
 
 
Eusebius (c. 300 AD), Ecclesiastical History,  3.25.1-7: 
 
1. Since we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New 
Testament which have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of 
the Gospels; following them the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
2. After this must be reckoned the epistles of Paul; next in order the extant former epistle of 
John, and likewise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if it 
really seem proper, the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different 
opinions at the proper time. These then belong among the accepted writings. 
 
3. Among the disputed writings, which are nevertheless recognized by many, are extant the so-
called epistle of James and that of Jude, also the second epistle of Peter, and those that are 
called the whether they belong to the evangelist or to another person of the same name. 
 
4. Among the rejected writings must be reckoned also the Acts of Paul, and the so-called 
Shepherd, and the Apocalypse of Peter, and in addition to these the extant epistle of Barnabas, 
and the so-called Teachings of the Apostles; and besides, as I said, the Apocalypse of John, if it 
seem proper, which some, as I said, reject, but which others class with the accepted books. 
 
5. And among these some have placed also the Gospel according to the Hebrews, with which 
those of the Hebrews that have accepted Christ are especially delighted. And all these may be 
reckoned among the disputed books. 
 
6. But we have nevertheless felt compelled to give a catalogue of these also, distinguishing 
those works which according to ecclesiastical tradition are true and genuine and commonly 
accepted, from those others which, although not canonical but disputed, are yet at the same 
time known to most ecclesiastical writers— we have felt compelled to give this catalogue in 
order that we might be able to know both these works and those that are cited by the heretics 
under the name of the apostles, including, for instance, such books as the Gospels of Peter, of 



Thomas, of Matthias, or of any others besides them, and the Acts of Andrew and John and the 
other apostles, which no one belonging to the succession of ecclesiastical writers has deemed 
worthy of mention in his writings. 
 
7. And further, the character of the style is at variance with apostolic usage, and both the 
thoughts and the purpose of the things that are related in them are so completely out of accord 
with true orthodoxy that they clearly show themselves to be the fictions of heretics. Wherefore 
they are not to be placed even among the rejected writings, but are all of them to be cast aside 
as absurd and impious. 
 
Let us now proceed with our history. 
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A Preliminary Response (continued)

➢Manuscript evidence reveals a clear 

preference for the four accepted gospels

➢The interdependence and substantial 

agreement of the four accepted gospels 

reflect a unified tradition 
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A Continued Response

➢What are the other candidates for 

inclusion?

➢When were they written?

➢Do they warrant a place along side the 

four accepted gospels? 
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How Many Serious Contenders 

Were There?

➢Debatable

➢Probably Not 60 (as in Wikipedia, List of 

Gospels) or 80 (as in the Da Vinci Code)

➢47 listed in Bart Ehrman, Lost scriptures: 

books that did not make it into the New 

Testament

➢15-20 listed in early documents (See New 

Advent Encyclopedia listing, below)

 

 

New Advent Encyclopedia lists the following: 
1-4. The Canonical Gospels 
    5. The Gospel according to the Hebrews. 
    6. The Gospel of Peter. 
    7. The Gospel according to the Egyptians 
    8. The Gospel of Matthias. 
    9. The Gospel of Philip. 
    10. The Gospel of Thomas. 
    11. The Proto-Evangelium of James. 
    12. The Gospel of Nicodemus (Acta Pilati). 
    13.The Gospel of the Twelve Apostles. 
    14.The Gospel of Basilides. 
    15.The Gospel of Valentinus. 
    16.The Gospel of Marcion. 
    17.The Gospel of Eve. 
    18.The Gospel of Judas. 
    19.The writing Genna Marias. 
    20.The Gospel Teleioseos. 
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The ‘Gnostic Gospels’ at Nag 

Hammadi

➢Collection of some 52 

Texts

➢Found in Nag Hammadi, 

Egypt, 1945

➢Dating debated, but 

probably 2nd century AD
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Gnosticism 101

➢Gnosis – knowledge (secret)

➢Movement rather than a specific school

➢Separation of God from the evil, material 

universe

➢Demiurge creates the world

➢Marked dualism 

➢Ascent of the Soul
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‘Gospel’ of Thomas

➢One of the Nag Hammadi

texts

➢Full text in Coptic, dated 

after Constantine.  

Fragments dating back to 

200; Some argue for an 

earlier original

➢Claims to contain 114 ‘hidden sayings of 

Jesus’, some with parallels in the Gospels

 

 

From the opening lines of the text: 
“These are the secret sayings that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas recorded.”  
Cf the English translation by Stephen Patterson and Marvin Meyer, at 
http://users.misericordia.edu//davies/thomas/Trans.htm 
 
Eusebius, in quote provided above, probably refers to this work, listing it among works “cited by 
the heretics under the name of the apostles.” Ecclesiastical History, 3.25.7 
 
Quotation from the translation cited above (I have avoided some of the more graphic sayings in 
the text): 
1 And he said, "Whoever discovers the interpretation of these sayings will not taste death.“ 
 
7 Jesus said, "Lucky is the lion that the human will eat, so that the lion becomes human. And 
foul is the human that the lion will eat, and the lion still will become human.“ 
 
12 The disciples said to Jesus, "We know that you are going to leave us. Who will be our 
leader?“  Jesus said to them, "No matter where you are you are to go to James the Just, for 
whose sake heaven and earth came into being.“ 
 
13 Jesus said to his disciples, "Compare me to something and tell me what I am like.“ Simon 
Peter said to him, "You are like a just messenger.“ 
Matthew said to him, "You are like a wise philosopher.“  Thomas said to him, "Teacher, my 
mouth is utterly unable to say what you are like." 



Jesus said, "I am not your teacher. Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated from 
the bubbling spring that I have tended.“ And he took him, and withdrew, and spoke three 
sayings to him. When Thomas came back to his friends they asked him, "What did Jesus say to 
you?" 
Thomas said to them, "If I tell you one of the sayings he spoke to me, you will pick up rocks and 
stone me, and fire will come from the rocks and devour you." 
 
50 Jesus said, "If they say to you, 'Where have you come from?' say to them, 'We have come 
from the light, from the place where the light came into being by itself, established [itself], and 
appeared in their image.‘ If they say to you, 'Is it you?' say, 'We are its children, and we are the 
chosen of the living Father.‘ If they ask you, 'What is the evidence of your Father in you?' say to 
them, 'It is motion and rest.'“ 
 
61 Jesus said, "Two will recline on a couch; one will die, one will live.“ Salome said, "Who are 
you mister? You have climbed onto my couch and eaten from my table as if you are from 
someone.“ Jesus said to her, "I am the one who comes from what is whole. I was granted from 
the things of my Father.“ "I am your disciple.“ "For this reason I say, if one is whole, one will be 
filled with light, but if one is divided, one will be filled with darkness.“ 
 
83 Jesus said, "Images are visible to people, but the light within them is hidden in the image of 
the Father's light. He will be disclosed, but his image is hidden by his light.“ 
 
87 Jesus said, "How miserable is the body that depends on a body, and how miserable is the 
soul that depends on these two.“ 
 
108 Jesus said, "Whoever drinks from my mouth will become like me; I myself shall become that 
person, and the hidden things will be revealed to him.“ 
 
114 Simon Peter said to them, "Make Mary leave us, for females don't deserve life." Jesus said, 
"Look, I will guide her to make her male, so that she too may become a living spirit resembling 
you males. For every female who makes herself male will enter the kingdom of Heaven.“  (Some 
argue that this saying was added to this work at a later date.) 
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‘Gospel’ of Judas

➢Originally discovered in 

1970’s in Egypt, but 

disappeared

➢ 16 yrs; in a safe-deposit box 

in Hicksville, NY; purchased 

in 2000

➢Dated from early 2nd century

➢Claims to be a secret conversation between 

Jesus and Judas Iscariot

 

 

Possibly mentioned by Irenaeus around 180 AD 
 
Quotations from translation done by Rodolphe Kasser, Marvin Meyer, and Gregor Wurst, 
in collaboration with François Gaudard, provided online at 
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/pdf/national/judastxt.pdf 
 
INTRODUCTION: INCIPIT 
The secret account of the revelation that Jesus spoke in conversation with Judas Iscariot 
during a week three days before he celebrated Passover. 
 
Often he [i.e., Jesus] did not appear to his disciples as himself, but he was found 
among them as a child. 
 
Jesus said to them, “How do you know me? Truly [I] say to you, no generation of the 
people that are among you will know me.” 
 
Judas [said] to him, “I know who you are and where you have come from. You are 
from the immortal realm of Barbelo. And I am not worthy to utter the name of the one 
who has sent you.” 
 
Knowing that Judas was reflecting upon something that was exalted, Jesus said to him, 
“Step away from the others and I shall tell you the mysteries of the kingdom. It is 
possible for you to reach it, but you will grieve a great deal. [36] For someone else will 



replace you, in order that the twelve [disciples] may again come to completion with their 
god.” 
 
Judas said to him, “In the vision I saw myself as the twelve disciples were stoning me 
and [45] persecuting [me severely]. And I also came to the place where […] after you. I 
saw [a house …], and my eyes could not [comprehend] its size. Great people were 
surrounding it, and that house <had> a roof of greenery, and in the middle of the house 
was [a crowd—two lines missing—], saying, ‘Master, take me in along with these 
people.’” 
[Jesus] answered and said, “Judas, your star has led you astray.” He continued, “No 
person of mortal birth is worthy to enter the house you have seen, for that place is 
reserved for the holy. Neither the sun nor the moon will rule there, nor the day, but the 
holy will abide there always, in the eternal realm with the holy angels. Look, I have 
explained to you the mysteries of the kingdom [46] and I have taught you about the error 
of the stars; and […] send it […] on the twelve aeons.” 
 
Jesus said, “[Come], that I may teach you about [secrets] no person [has] ever seen. For 
there exists a great and boundless realm, whose extent no generation of angels has seen, 
[in which] there is [a] great invisible [Spirit]…. 
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‘Gospel’ of Mary

➢Fragments first 

discovered in 1896 in 

Egypt

➢Probably dates to 2nd

Century

➢ Incomplete manuscript

➢Claims to be Mary’s report of a conversation 

with Jesus, and her vision of the soul’s ascent

 

 

 
Quotes from the English translation provided in http://www.gnosis.org/library/marygosp.htm 
 
Chapter 4 
26) The Savior said There is no sin, but it is you who make sin when you do the things that are 
like the nature of adultery, which is called sin. 
 
Chapter 5 
2) Then Mary stood up, greeted them all, and said to her brethren, Do not weep and do not 
grieve nor be irresolute, for His grace will be entirely with you and will protect you. 
3) But rather, let us praise His greatness, for He has prepared us and made us into Men. 
4) When Mary said this, she turned their hearts to the Good, and they began to discuss the 
words of the Savior. 
5) Peter said to Mary, Sister we know that the Savior loved you more than the rest of woman. 
6) Tell us the words of the Savior which you remember which you know, but we do not, nor 
have we heard them.  
7) Mary answered and said, What is hidden from you I will proclaim to you. 
 
(pages 11 - 14 are missing from the manuscript) 
 
Chapter 8: 
. . . it. 



10) And desire said, I did not see you descending, but now I see you ascending. Why do you lie 
since you belong to me? 
11) The soul answered and said, I saw you. You did not see me nor recognize me. I served you as 
a garment and you did not know me. 
12) When it said this, it (the soul) went away rejoicing greatly. 
13) Again it came to the third power, which is called ignorance. 
14) The power questioned the soul, saying, Where are you going? In wickedness are you bound. 
But you are bound; do not judge! 
15) And the soul said, Why do you judge me, although I have not judged? 
16) I was bound, though I have not bound. 
17) I was not recognized. But I have recognized that the All is being dissolved, both the earthly 
things and the heavenly. 
 
Chapter 9 
1) When Mary had said this, she fell silent, since it was to this point that the Savior had spoken 
with her.  
2) But Andrew answered and said to the brethren, Say what you wish to say about what she has 
said. I at least do not believe that the Savior said this. For certainly these teachings are strange 
ideas. 
3) Peter answered and spoke concerning these same things. 
4) He questioned them about the Savior: Did He really speak privately with a woman and not 
openly to us? Are we to turn about and all listen to her? Did He prefer her to us? 
5) Then Mary wept and said to Peter, My brother Peter, what do you think? Do you think that I 
have thought this up myself in my heart, or that I am lying about the Savior? 
6) Levi answered and said to Peter, Peter you have always been hot tempered. 
7) Now I see you contending against the woman like the adversaries. 
8) But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the Savior knows 
her very well. 
9) That is why He loved her more than us. Rather let us be ashamed and put on the perfect 
Man, and separate as He commanded us and preach the gospel, not laying down any other rule 
or other law beyond what the Savior said. 
10) And when they heard this they began to go forth to proclaim and to preach. 
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‘Gospel’ of Phillip

➢One of the Nag 

Hammadi texts

➢Dates probably from the 

3rd Century

➢Philip is the only apostle 

mentioned, but not as the 

author

➢Primary source for speculation re:  a romantic 

relationship btw. Mary Magdeline and Jesus

 

 

Quotes from a translation by Wesley W. Isenberg in http://www.gnosis.org/naghamm/gop.html 
 
A Gentile does not die, for he has never lived in order that he may die. He who has believed in 
the truth has found life, and this one is in danger of dying, for he is alive. Since Christ came, the 
world has been created, the cities adorned, the dead carried out. When we were Hebrews, we 
were orphans and had only our mother, but when we became Christians, we had both father 
and mother.  
 
Light and Darkness, life and death, right and left, are brothers of one another. They are 
inseparable. Because of this neither are the good good, nor evil evil, nor is life life, nor death 
death. For this reason each one will dissolve into its earliest origin. But those who are exalted 
above the world are indissoluble, eternal.  
 
Some said, "Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit." They are in error. They do not know what they 
are saying. When did a woman ever conceive by a woman? Mary is the virgin whom no power 
defiled. She is a great anathema to the Hebrews, who are the apostles and the apostolic men.  
 
Those who say that the Lord died first and (then) rose up are in error, for he rose up first and 
(then) died. If one does not first attain the resurrection, he will not die. 
 
Jesus took them all by stealth, for he did not appear as he was, but in the manner in which they 
would be able to see him. He appeared to them all. He appeared to the great as great. He 
appeared to the small as small. He appeared to the angels as an angel, and to men as a man. 



Because of this, his word hid itself from everyone. Some indeed saw him, thinking that they 
were seeing themselves, but when he appeared to his disciples in glory on the mount, he was 
not small. He became great, but he made the disciples great, that they might be able to see him 
in his greatness.  
 
There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, his mother, and her sister, and 
Magdalene, the one who was called his companion. His sister and his mother and his 
companion were each a Mary.  
 
As for the Wisdom who is called "the barren," she is the mother of the angels. And the 
companion of the [...] Mary Magdalene. [...] loved her more than all the disciples, and used to 
kiss her often on her mouth. The rest of the disciples [...]. They said to him "Why do you love 
her more than all of us?" The Savior answered and said to them,"Why do I not love you like her? 
When a blind man and one who sees are both together in darkness, they are no different from 
one another. When the light comes, then he who sees will see the light, and he who is blind will 
remain in darkness."  
 
It is from water and fire that the soul and the spirit came into being. It is from water and fire 
and light that the son of the bridal chamber (came into being). The fire is the chrism, the light is 
the fire. I am not referring to that fire which has no form, but to the other fire whose form is 
white, which is bright and beautiful, and which gives beauty. 
 
There are two trees growing in Paradise. The one bears animals, the other bears men. Adam ate 
from the tree which bore animals. He became an animal and he brought forth animals.  
 
Philip the apostle said, "Joseph the carpenter planted a garden because he needed wood for his 
trade. It was he who made the cross from the trees which he planted. His own offspring hung 
on that which he planted. His offspring was Jesus, and the planting was the cross." But the Tree 
of Life is in the middle of the Garden. However, it is from the olive tree that we got the chrism, 
and from the chrism, the resurrection.  
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The Egerton ‘Gospel’

➢Also known as the 

‘Unknown Gospel’

➢Found in Egypt, 

acquired in 1934 by the 

British Museum; 2nd

fragment in Cologne

➢Probably Dates from last 

2nd Century

➢Fragments of 4 stories

 

 

Full translation below, from H.I. Bell and T.C. Skeat, Fragments of an Unknown Gospel and Other 
Early Christian Papyri (London: Oxford University Press, 1935), reproduced on the web at: 
http://www.gospels.net/trans/egerton.html 
 
And Jesus said] unto the lawyers, [? Punish] every wrongdoer and transgessor, and not me; . . . . 
. And turning to the rulers of the people he spake this saying, Search the scriptures, in which ye 
think that ye have life; these are they which bear witness of me. Think not that I came to accuse 
you to my Father; there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, on whom ye have set your hope. 
And when they said, We know well that God spake unto Moses, but as for thee, we know not 
whence thou art, Jesus answered and said unto them, Now is your unbelief accused . . .  
 
 
Fragment 1: Recto (→)  
. . . . ? they gave counsel to] the multitude to [? carry the] stones together and stone him. And 
the rulers sought to lay their hands on him that they might take him and [? hand him over] to 
the multitude; and they could not take him, because the hour of his betrayal was not yet come. 
But he himself, even the Lord, going out through the midst of them, departed from them. And 
behold, there cometh unto him a leper and saith, Master Jesus, journeying with lepers and 
eating with them in the inn I myself also became a leper. If therefore thou wilt, I am made clean. 
The Lord then said unto him, I will; be thou made clean. And straightway the leprosy departed 
from him. [And the Lord said unto him], Go [and shew thyself] unto the [priests . . .  
 
 



Fragment 2: Recto (→)  
. . . coming unto him began to tempt him with a question, saying, Master Jesus, we know that 
thou art come from God, for the things which thou doest testify above all the prophets. Tell us 
therefore: Is it lawful [? to render] unto kings that which pertaineth unto their rule? [Shall we 
render unto them], or not? But Jesus, knowing their thought, being moved with indignation, 
said unto them, Why call ye me with your mouth Master, when ye hear not what I say? Well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people honour me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me. In vain do they worship me, [teaching as their doctrines the] precepts [of men] . . .  
 
 
Fragment 2: Verso (↓)  
. . . shut up . . . in . . . place . . . its weight unweighed? And when they were perplexed at his 
strange question, Jesus, as he walked, stood still on the edge of the river Jordan, and stretching 
forth his right hand he . . . and sprinkled it upon the . . . And then . . . water that had been 
sprinkled . . . before them and sent forth fruit . . .  
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The ‘Gospel’ of Peter

➢Found in 1886, north of Nag 

Hammadi, buried with an 

Egyptian monk

➢Referenced by early church 

writers, including Eusebius 

and Origen

➢Probably dates from 2nd cent.

➢Primary surviving fragment focuses on the 

passion of Christ

 

 

Quotes from Raymond Brown’s translation, on the web at: 
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/gospelpeter-brown.html 
 
[1] But of the Jews none washed his hands, neither Herod nor one of his judges. And since they 
did not desire to wash, Pilate stood up. [2] And then Herod the king orders the Lord to be taken 
away, having said to them, 'What I ordered you to do, do.'  
[3] But Joseph, the friend of Pilate and of the Lord, had been standing there; and knowing they 
were about to crucify him, he came before Pilate and requested the body of the Lord for burial. 
[4] And Pilate, having sent to Herod, requested his body. [5] And Herod said: 'Brother Pilate, 
even if no one had requested him, we would have buried him, since indeed Sabbath is dawning. 
For in the Law it has been written: The sun is not to set on one put to death.'  
 
[25] Then the Jews and the elders and the priests, having come to know how much wrong they 
had done themselves, began to beat themselves and say: 'Woe to our sins. The judgment has 
approached and the end of Jerusalem.' [26] But I with the companions was sorrowful; and 
having been wounded in spirit, we were in hiding, for we were sought after by them as 
wrongdoers and as wishing to set fire to the sanctuary. [27] In addition to all these things we 
were fasting; and we were sitting mourning and weeping night and day until the Sabbath.  
 
[50] Now at the dawn of the Lord's Day Mary Magdalene, a female disciple of the Lord (who, 
afraid because of the Jews since they were inflamed with anger, had not done at the tomb of 
the Lord what women were accustomed to do for the dead beloved by them), [51] having taken 
with her women friends, came to the tomb where he had been placed. [52] And they were 



afraid lest the Jews should see them and were saying, 'If indeed on that day on which he was 
crucified we could not weep and beat ourselves, yet now at his tomb we may do these things. 
[53] But who will roll away for us even the stone placed against the door of the tomb in order 
that, having entered, we may sit beside him and do the expected things? [54] For the stone was 
large, and we were afraid lest anyone see us. And if we are unable, let is throw against the door 
what we bring in memory of him; let us weep and beat ourselves until we come to our homes.'  
 
[58] Now it was the final day of the Unleavened Bread; and many went out returning to their 
home since the feast was over. [59] But we twelve disciples of the Lord were weeping and 
sorrowful; and each one, sorrowful because of what had come to pass, departed to his home. 
[60] But I, Simon Peter, and my brother Andrew, having taken our nets, went off to the sea. And 
there was with us Levi of Alphaeus whom the Lord ... 
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‘Gospel’ of the Hebrews

➢Known mainly through citations from 

Jerome in the 4th century

➢Jerome claims groups in his day regarded 

the gospel as the original manuscript of 

Matthew

➢Some dispute about its contents

➢Claims to be written

 

 

Quotation from Jerome, Commentary on Isaiah 4 [on Isaiah 11:2]: 
 
According to the Gospel written in the Hebrew speech, which the Nazaraeans read, the whole 
fount of the Holy Spirit shall descend upon him....Further in the Gospel which we have just 
mentioned we find the following written: "And it came to pass when the Lord was come up out 
of the water, the whole fount of the Holy Spirit descended upon him and rested on him and said 
to him: My son, in all the prophets was I waiting for you that you should come and I might rest 
in you. For you are my rest; you are my firstbegotten Son that reigns forever.  
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In Conclusion

➢Collectively, These ‘gospels’ can only be 

considered seriously if we assume that the 

four canonical gospels were also written in 2nd

century or later

➢No universal acceptance of these other 

gospels

➢Written in the context of later philosophical 

reflection, they can have little relation to the 

historical Jesus

 

 

 

 


