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Who Wrote Our Bible?

Week 3: Critical Challenges to the Old 

Testament
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Tradition and the Critic

➢Faith Questions

➢Doubt Questions

➢Defiant Questions

➢Question as Quest

 

 

Augustine, Confessions (c. 400 AD)  
“Let me seek Thee, Lord,… and let me utter my prayer believing in Thee… My faith, Lord, 
cries to Thee, the faith that Thou hast given me.” St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, transl. F. J. 
Sheed (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett Publishing Company, 1993), 1.1. 
 
Anselm, Proslogion,  (1077 – 1078 AD) 
“In this brief work the author aims at proving in a single argument the existence of God, and 
whatsoever we believe of God —The difficulty of the task —The author writes in the person of 
one who contemplates God, and seeks to understand what he believes. To this work he had 
given this title: Faith Seeking Understanding. He finally named it Proslogium,—that is, A 
Discourse.” 
 
“But I do desire to understand Your truth a little, that truth that my heart believes and loves.” 
Anselm of Canterbury, Proslogion, trans. M. J. Charlesworth in The Major Works, ed. Brian 
Davies and G. R. Evans (NY: Oxford University Press, 1998), 83, 87. 
 
 
Evans (NY: Oxford University Press, 1998), 83, 87. 
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Selected Critical Questions

➢Moses and the Law

➢Prophets, especially 

Isaiah and Daniel

➢Esther

 

 

 

  



Slide 4 

 

Today’s Question

Did Moses write the 

Pentateuch (Genesis –

Deuterononomy)?
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Tradition: the ‘Law of Moses’

Examples within the Pentateuch

Exodus 17:14 

Exodus 34:27-28

Exodus 38:21-22 

Numbers 33:1-2 

Deuteronomy 31:24-26

 

 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make 
sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under 
heaven.’” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 17:14). 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I 
have made a covenant with you and with Israel.’ 28 Moses was there with the Lord forty days 
and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words 
of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, 
c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 34:27-28). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
These are the amounts of the materials used for the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the 
Testimony, which were recorded at Moses’ command by the Levites under the direction of 
Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 22 (Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 
made everything the Lord commanded Moses; The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, 
c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 38:21-22). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“Here are the stages in the journey of the Israelites when they came out of Egypt by divisions 
under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 At the Lord’s command Moses recorded the stages 
in their journey. This is their journey by stages:” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 
1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Nu 33:1-2). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 



“After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to end, 25 he gave 
this command to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord: 26 ‘Take this Book 
of the Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God. There it will remain 
as a witness against you.’” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic 
ed.) (Dt 31:24-26). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
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Tradition: the ‘Law of Moses’

The Death of Moses

Deuteronomy 34:1-12

 

 

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from 
Jericho. There the Lord showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the 
territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea,a 3 the Negev 
and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the Lord 
said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will 
give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into 
it.”  
5 And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said. 6 He buried 
himb in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 
7 Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his 
strength gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time 
of weeping and mourning was over.  
9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spiritc of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands 
on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.  
10 Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 11 who 
did all those miraculous signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to 
all his officials and to his whole land. 12 For no one has ever shown the mighty power or 
performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.  
a That is, the Mediterranean 
b Or He was buried 
c Or Spirit 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Dt 34:1-12). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
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Tradition: the ‘Law of Moses’

Other Old Testament Examples

Joshua 23:6

2 Kings 14:5-6

2 Chronicles 34:14-15

Nehemiah 7:73-8:3

Psalm 90:1

 

 

Moses reference by name some 120 times in the rest of the OT (outside of the Pentateuch, in NIV 
translation) 
 
“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without 
turning aside to the right or to the left.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 
(electronic ed.) (Jos 23:6). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“After the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, he executed the officials who had murdered his 
father the king. 6 Yet he did not put the sons of the assassins to death, in accordance with what 
is written in the Book of the Law of Moses where the Lord commanded: “Fathers shall not be 
put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each is to die for his 
own sins.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (2 Ki 14:5-6; 
cf. Deut. 24:16). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of the Lord, 
Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord that had been given through Moses. 15 

Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, ‘I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the 
Lord.’ He gave it to Shaphan.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 
(electronic ed.) (2 Ch 34:14-15). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 8 1 all the people 
assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring 
out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.  



2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud 
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the 
men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 
Book of the Law. “ 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ne 7:73-8:3). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
A prayer of Moses the man of God.  
1     Lord, you have been our dwelling place  
throughout all generations.  
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ps 90:1). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
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Tradition: the ‘Law of Moses’

New Testament Examples

Matthew 19:7-9 (par. Mark 10:3-9)

John 5:45-47

Acts 6:13-14

Acts 15:19-21

Romans 10:5

 

 

Moses reference by name some 85 times in the NT (NIV translation) 
 
“’Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce 
and send her away?’  
8 Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But 
it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.’”  
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Mt 19:7-9; cf. Mark 
10:3-9; Luke: ). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your 
hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But 
since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?”  
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Jn 5:45-47). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“They produced false witnesses, who testified, ‘This fellow never stops speaking against this 
holy place and against the law. 14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down to us.’” The Holy Bible : New 
International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ac 6:13-14). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are 
turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted 



by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 21 For 
Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on 
every Sabbath.”  
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ac 15:19-21). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these 
things will live by them.”b b Lev. 18:5 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ro 10:5). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
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Ancient Challenges to Tradition

➢Marcion:, Antitheses, (c. 85-160 

AD) “the separation of the law 

and the gospel”, 

➢Porphyry, Against Christians, 

(234–c. 305 AD)

 

 

Tertullian, Against Marcion, 4.19 (c. 208 AD) 
“Marcion’s special and principal work is the separation of the law and the gospel; and his 
disciples will not deny that in this point they have their very best pretext for initiating and 
confirming themselves in his heresy. These are Marcion’s Antitheses, or contradictory 
propositions, which aim at committing the gospel to a variance with the law, in order that from 
the diversity of the two documents which contain them,they may contend for a diversity of gods 
also.” 
Roberts, A., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol. III : Translations of 
the writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian. (285). 
Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems. 
 
Jerome, Commentary on Daniel, (c. 347 – 420 AD) 
 
“Porphyry wrote his twelfth book against the prophecy of Daniel, (A) denying that it was 
composed by the person to whom it is ascribed in its title, but rather by some individual living in 
Judaea at the time of the Antiochus who was surnamed Epiphanes. He furthermore alleged that 
‘Daniel’ did not foretell the future so much as he related the past, and lastly that whatever he 
spoke of up till the time of Antiochus contained authentic history, whereas anything he may 
have conjectured beyond that point was false, inasmuch as he would not have foreknown the 
future.” 
Trans, Gleason Archer (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1958),  (15). 
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Modern Challenges to the Tradition

➢The Climate: 17th & 18th Century 

Rationalism

➢Astruc, Eichorn, DeWette, Graf, 

Wellhausen, Friedman

➢A Turning Point: The Documentary 

Hypothesis (JEDP)

 

 

Gleason Archer, “For want of a better theory . . . most non-conservative institutions continue to 
teach the Wellhausian theory, at least in its general outlines, as if nothing had happened in Old 
Testament scholarship since the year 1880.”   
Gleason L. Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1975). 88. 
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JEDP: The Big Picture

➢J – ‘Jehovah’ (YHWH), c. 950 BC?

➢E – Elohist (Elohim), c. 750 BC?

➢D – Deuteronomist,  c. 650 BC?

➢P – Priestly, c. 587 BC?

Completetion c. 400 BC?

 

 

Gleason Archer, “For want of a better theory . . . most non-conservative institutions continue to 
teach the Wellhausian theory, at least in its general outlines, as if nothing had happened in Old 
Testament scholarship since the year 1880.”   
Gleason L. Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1975). 88. 
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JEDP: The Big Problems

➢Anit-Supernatural and Evolutionary 

bias

➢Archelogical and Linquistic 

advances

➢More recent critical assessments, 

e.g. Whybray (1987)

 

 

"The verities enshrined in older introductions [to the subject of the origins of the Pentateuch] 
have disappeared, and in their place scholars are confronted by competing theories which are 
discouragingly numerous, exceedingly complex, and often couched in an expository style that is 
(to quote John van Seter's description of one seminal work) 'not for the faint-hearted.'“ 
Whybray, R. N. The Making of the Pentateuch: A Methodological Study Journal for the Study of 
the Old Testament Supplement Series 53. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1987. ISBN 
1850750637 
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Returning to Tradition

➢Positive Textual Evidence

➢Positive Archeological and 

Lingustic evidence

➢Lack of a plausible alternative 

theory to explain the facts

➢Openess to the supernatural

 

 

"The verities enshrined in older introductions [to the subject of the origins of the Pentateuch] 
have disappeared, and in their place scholars are confronted by competing theories which are 
discouragingly numerous, exceedingly complex, and often couched in an expository style that is 
(to quote John van Seter's description of one seminal work) 'not for the faint-hearted.'“ 
Whybray, R. N. The Making of the Pentateuch: A Methodological Study Journal for the Study of 
the Old Testament Supplement Series 53. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1987. ISBN 
1850750637 
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Asking but not Doubting

➢Two Accounts of Creation? (Genesis 

1 & 2)

➢Multiple Gods? (Genesis 1:26, 3:22)

➢The Tree of Good and Evil (Marcion’s 

problem) (Genesis 2:9; 3:1ff; cf. Luke 

6:43; Matthew 12:33)

A Few Examples

 

 

Genesis 1:1-2 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters. 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ge 1:1-2). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Genesis 2:4-6 
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens— 5 and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the 
earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and 
watered the whole surface of the ground— 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ge 2:4-6). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,b and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.” 27 So God created man in his own image,  
in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
The Holy Bible  : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ge 1:26-27). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 



 
Genesis 3:22 
“And the Lord God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He 
must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever.’” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ge 3:22). 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Genesis 2:9 
“And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 
(electronic ed.) (Ge 2:9). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Genesis 3:1-5: 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  2 The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch 
it, or you will die.’ ” 4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ge 3:1-5). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Luke 6:43 
No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. The Holy Bible : New 
International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Lk 6:43). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
Matthew 12:33 
Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a 
tree is recognized by its fruit. The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic 
ed.) (Mt 12:33). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Slide 15 

 

An Ancient Conclusion

Jerome, Letters to Paula (Ep. 30)

“What food, what honey can be 

sweeter than to learn of God's 

wise plan…”

 

 

“What, pray, can be more sacred than this sacred mystery (of the Scriptures)? What can be 
more delightful than the pleasure found therein? What food, what honey can be sweeter than 
to learn of God's wise plan, to enter into His sanctuary and gaze on the mind of the Creator, and 
to rehearse the words of your Lord, which, though derided by the wise of this world, are really 
full of spiritual wisdom! Let the others, if they will, have their wealth, and drink from jewelled 
cups, be clad in silk, and bask in popular applause, as if they could not exhaust their riches in all 
kinds of pleasures. Our delight shall be to meditate on the Law of the Lord day and night, to 
knock at His door when it is not open, to receive the bread of the Trinity, and, with our Lord 
going before us, to walk on the billows of the world.“  Jerome, Letters to Paula (Ep. 30) 
 
 

 


