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Who Wrote Our Bible?

Week 2: The Old Testament Canon

 

Dirk’s Contact Info 

Phone: 603.431.3646 (Bethany Church’s main number) 
Email: drodgers@bethanychurch.com 
Facebook Page: Pastor Dirk Rodgers 

Twitter:  @dirk_at_bethany 
Tumblr: www.tumblr.com/blog/dirkscorner 

Dirk’s Web Site: www.dirkscorner.com 
Bethany Church Web Site: www.bethanychurch.com 
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Why the ‘Old’ Testament?

➢‘Book of the Covenant’ 

(Exodus 24:7)

➢‘Covenant’ (Greek, διαθήκη)

vs. ‘Testament’ (Latin, 

testamentum)

 

 

6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. 7 

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do 
everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, 
c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 24:5-7). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
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Why the ‘Old’ Testament?

➢A ‘New Covenant’ (esp. in 

Jeremiah, Luke, Corinthians 

Hebrews) 

➢Clement of Alexandria c. 150-

215 AD), Tertullian of 

Carthage (c. 160-220 AD)

 

 

 
The New Covenant 
 

_______________ 

31     “The time is coming,” declares the Lord,  
“when I will make a new covenant  
with the house of Israel  
and with the house of Judah.  
32     It will not be like the covenant  
I made with their forefathers  
when I took them by the hand  
to lead them out of Egypt,  
because they broke my covenant,  
though I was a husband toe them,f”  
declares the Lord.  
33     “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel  
after that time,” declares the Lord.  
“I will put my law in their minds  
and write it on their hearts.  
I will be their God,  
and they will be my people.  
34     No longer will a man teach his neighbor,  
or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’  



because they will all know me,  
from the least of them to the greatest,”  
declares the Lord.  
“For I will forgive their wickedness  
and will remember their sins no more.”  
e Hebrew; Septuagint and Syriac / and I turned away from 
f Or was their master 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Je 31:31-34). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
__________ 
 
20 “In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 
(electronic ed.) (Lk 22:20). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. Cf. 1 Corinthians 11:25. 
__________ 
“Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this 
one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are 
already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy 
and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build 
the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the 
mountain.”a 6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of 
which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  
7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought 
for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said …” [then the author cites the 
previous prophecy from Jeremiah] 
a Exodus 25:40 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Heb 8:3-8). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
______ 
Clement of Alexandria  
“And how necessary is it for him who desires to be partaker of the power of God, to treat of 
intellectual subjects by philosophising! And how serviceable is it to distinguish expressions 
which are ambiguous, and which in the Testaments are used synonymously! “ Stromata, 1.9, in 
Roberts, A., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol. II : Translations of 
the writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. Fathers of the second century: Hermas, Tatian, 
Athenagoras, Theophilus, and Clement of Alexandria (Entire) (310). Oak Harbor: Logos Research 
Systems. 
_________ 
 
Tertullian of Carthage 
Note, for example , the title of Book 4, Chapter 1, in his Five Books against Marcion  
“Chapter I.—Examination of the Antitheses of Marcion, Bringing Them to the Test of Marcion’s 
Own Gospel. Certain True Antitheses in the Dispensations of the Old and the New Testaments. 



these Variations Quite Compatible with One and the Same God, Who Ordered Them.” Roberts, 
A., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol. III : Translations of the 
writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian. (345). Oak 
Harbor: Logos Research Systems. 
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Hebrew Scriptures: Three Divisions

➢Torah (Law)

➢Nevi'im (Prophets)

➢Ketuvim (Writings)

Tanakh

 

 

Note these New Testament References: 
 
“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 
and the Prophets. “ 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Mt 7:12). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
 
“He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’” The Holy Bible : 
New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Lk 24:44). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, 
saying, ‘Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please speak.’” The 
Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ac 13:15). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
 
35 “And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel [Genesis 4:10] to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah [2 Chronicles 
24:20-22], whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.” The Holy Bible : New 
International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Mt 23:34-36; cf. Luke 11:50f). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
 
_________ 



 
THE TANAKH (24) 
 
Torah (5) 
 Genesis  (Bereshit) 
 Exodus (Shemot) 
 Leviticus (Vayikra) 
 Numbers (Bamidbar) 
 Deuteronomy (Devarim)  
 
Nevi'im  (8) 
    Joshua (Y'hoshua)  
    Judges (Shophtim) 
    Samuel (I & II) (Sh'muel) 
    Kings (I & II) (M'lakhim)  
    Isaiah (Y'shayahu)  
    Jeremiah (Yir'mi'yahu) 
    Ezekiel (Y'khezqel) 
    The Twelve Prophets 
       Hosea (Hoshea)  
       Joel (Yo'el)  
       Amos (Amos)  
       Obadiah (Ovadyah)  
       Jonah (Yonah) 
       Micah (Mikhah)  
       Nahum (Nakhum)  
       Habakkuk (Havakuk)  
       Zephaniah (Ts'phanyah)  
       Haggai (Khagai) 
       Zechariah (Z'kharyah)  
       Malachi (Mal'akhi) 
 
Ketuvim (11) 
        Psalms (Tehillim) 
        Proverbs (Mishlei) 
       Job (Iyov) 
       Song of Songs (Shir Hashirim) 
       Ruth (Rut) 
       Lamentations (Eikhah) 
       Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) 
       Esther (Esther) 
       Daniel (Dani'el) 
       Ezra-Nehemiah (Ezra v'Nechemia) 
       Chronicles  (I & II) (Divrei Hayamim) 
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The OT Canon: Sources

➢The Written Language

➢Septuagint (LXX)

➢Discussions at Jamnia

➢Talmud

➢Dead Sea Scrolls

➢Role of the Masoretes
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Hebrew Origins 

➢                       (Genesis 

1:1)

➢Repeated Biblical 

References to written word

➢Archeological Evidence

 

 

Biblical References (A Few Examples) 
“4 Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said.” The Holy Bible : New International 
Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 24:4). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
28 “Moses was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking 
water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments. “ 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Ex 34:28). Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel.” The Holy Bible : New International 
Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Dt 31:9). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“When the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites, he commanded them: “Do not worship 
any other gods or bow down to them, serve them or sacrifice to them. 36 But the Lord, who 
brought you up out of Egypt with mighty power and outstretched arm, is the one you must 
worship. To him you shall bow down and to him offer sacrifices. 37 You must always be careful to 
keep the decrees and ordinances, the laws and commands he wrote for you. Do not worship 
other gods.” The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (2 Ki 17:35-
37). Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
 
“Go now, write it on a tablet for them, inscribe it on a scroll, that for the days to come it may be 
an everlasting witness. “ 



The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Is 30:8). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
 
 
Statement of Archeological Evidence: 
“Contrary to the contentions of Wellhausen, who maintained, against archaeological evidence 
already available in his day, that writing did not appear among the Hebrews until the early 
monarchy; they had the means of producing written records at their disposal from very early 
times” R.K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969, pg. 
201) 
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Two Ancient Language Examples

1792-1750 BC c. 930 BC
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Septuagint (LXX)

➢Greek Translation of the 

Hebrew Text

➢3rd – 1st century BC, 

Alexandria

➢Legendary Origin

 

 

The Legend 
“Ptolemy once gathered 72 Elders. He placed them in 72 chambers, each of them in a separate 
one, without revealing to them why they were summoned. He entered each one's room and 
said: "Write for me the Torah of Moshe, your teacher." God put it in the heart of each one to 
translate identically as all the others did.” (Tractate Megillah 9) 
 
Significance 
From Sirach, Egypt  132BC 
“For things originally spoken in Hebrew have not the same force in them when they are 
translated into another tongue: and not only these, but the Law itself, and the Prophecies, and 
the rest of the books, have no small difference when they are spoken in their original form.”  
Apocrypha of the Old Testament. 2004 (R. H. Charles, Ed.) (1:316-317). Bellingham, WA: Logos 
Research Systems, Inc. 
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Septuagint: Canon Significance

➢Witness to earlier periods

➢Revised order of Books

➢‘Septuagint Plus’ (Apocrypha)

➢Scriptures for the Christian 

Era

 

 

 
The Translation Challenge 
From Sirach, Egypt  132BC 
“For things originally spoken in Hebrew have not the same force in them when they are 
translated into another tongue: and not only these, but the Law itself, and the Prophecies, and 
the rest of the books, have no small difference when they are spoken in their original form.”  
Apocrypha of the Old Testament. 2004 (R. H. Charles, Ed.) (1:316-317). Bellingham, WA: Logos 
Research Systems, Inc. 
 
Revised Order (*Notes ‘Septuagint Plus’) 
Law 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
 
History 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
I Samuel 
II Samuel 



I Kings 
II Kings 
I Chronicles 
II Chronicles 
*1 Esdras; 
Ezra-Nehemiah (II Esdras) 
*Tobit or Tobias 
*Judith 
Esther (*with additions) 
*1 Maccabees 
*2 Maccabees 
*3 Maccabees 
 
Wisdom 
Psalms 
*Psalm 151 
*Prayer of Manasseh 
Job 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Solomon 
*Wisdom (Wisdom of Solomon) 
*Sirach or Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Jesus the son of Seirach) 
*Psalms of Solomon 
 
Prophets 
Minor Prophets (The Twelve) 
   Hosea 
   Amos 
   Micah 
   Joel 
   Obadiah 
   Jonah 
   Nahum 
   Habakkuk 
   Zephaniah 
   Haggai 
   Zachariah 
   Malachi 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
*Baruch 
Lamentations 
*Letter of Jeremiah 



Ezekiel 
Daniel (*with additions) 
 
Appendix 
*4 Maccabees 
 
A few Examples of Septuagint Influence in the NT 
 
“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—
which means, “God with us.” Isaiah 7:14 
The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.) (Mt 1:23). Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan. 
The Greek, parthenos (virgin) more specific than the Hebrew ‘almah (virgin, young woman)  
 
“ ‘After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore 
it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord,  
and all the Gentiles who bear my name’, says the Lord, who does these things’”(Acts 15:16-17, 
NIV, citing Amos 9:11-12) 
 
“’In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and 
build it as it used to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that 
bear my name,’ declares the Lord, who will do these things.” (Amos 9:11-12, NIV) 
  
Septuagint translation of Amos 9:12: “so that the remnant of men / and all the nations that 
bear my name may seek the Lord” 
 
An early Christian Comment: 
Jerome (c. 400 AD), Apology, Book II, Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Vol 3: 
“I have received letters so long and eagerly desired from my dear Desiderius ...  entreating me 
to put our friends in possession of a translation of the Pentateuch from Hebrew into Latin.  The 
work is certainly hazardous and it is exposed to the attacks of my calumniators, who maintain 
that it is through contempt of the Seventy that I have set to work to forge a new version to take 
the place of the old. ”  
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Jamnia Discussions

➢Destruction of the temple, 70 

AD

➢Yohann ben Zakkai, c. 90 AD

➢Which books, ‘defile the 

hands’?

 

 

 
Some important conclusions: 
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) & 2 Maccabes, for example, though instructive, did not defile the hands 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Esther did defile the hands 
Ezekiel retained in public readins after discussion; reconciliation of the image of the temple with 
that in the Pentateuch 
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The Talmud & the Canon

➢The Mishnah (c. 250 AD)

➢The Gemera (c. 500 AD)

➢Palestinian and Babylonian 

Talmud

➢Baba Bathra

 

 

List of Books in Baba Bathra, 14b-15a: 
The books of the Law are assumed 
The Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and the Twelve Minor 
Prophets.  
The Writings: Ruth, Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Lamentations, Daniel, 
Scroll of Esther, Ezra and Chronicles.  
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Dead Sea Scrolls

“Secret agents using assumed names, 

clandestine meetings under cover of night 

behind enemy lines, switching cabs to 

avoid being followed—these sound like 

things in a spy novel, but they all happened 

in conjunction with the discovery, sale, and 

publication of the Dead Sea Scrolls.”
Scanlin, H. P. (1993). The Dead Sea scrolls and modern translations 

of the Old Testament. Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers.

 

 

Scanlin, H. P. (1993). The Dead Sea scrolls and modern translations of the Old Testament. 
Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers. 
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Dead Sea Scrolls: Contents

~972 Texts in 11 Caves

➢Copies of Scriptures

➢Copies of Second Temple Texts 

(Enoch, Jubilees, etc.)

➢Copies of Community Documents 

(Community Rule, War Scroll, etc.)
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Dead Sea Scrolls: Significance

➢Time Differential of Biblical Texts –

10th century AD to 2nd century BC

➢Every Book represented, except 

probably Esther

➢Substantial agreement coupled with 

a renge of textual variants

➢Other views of Second Temple 

Judaism
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Masoretes: Guardians of Tradition

➢Who Are They?

➢Pointing System:        
➢Rules of Transmission

➢Textual Variants

➢The Name of God

 

 

“They are called Masoretes because they preserved in writing the oral traditions (Masora) 
concerning the biblical text. These Jewish scholars lived primarily in Tiberias on the western 
shore of the Sea of Galilee during the period a.d. 500 to 950. Most prominent among them 
were the learned Moses ben Asher and his son Aaron; the present text of the Hebrew Bible is 
based on a ben Asher text. “ Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Baker encyclopedia of the 
Bible. Map on lining papers. (1415). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House. 
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Conclusion

A Wealth of Reliable Sources:

Reason Supporting Faith

 

 

 

 


